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treaty that was to be signed with Austria. Here the able and
firm policy of Dr. Benes bore results in that he was able to
exclude Czechoslovakia from carrying a share of the repara-
tions and war debts of the former empire, because the Czecho-
slovaks had opposed the war and had fought against Austria.
In spite of some opposition at home, he was able to carry
through his policy of attaining'the possible. After long and
complicated discussions it was agreed that Czechoslovakia
should carry its share of the Austro-Hungarian pre-war debts,
but not of the war debts. The new state was not to pay
reparations, but in order to equalize the costs of war incurred
by its allies it would make a contribution on behalf of its
liberation, which for the new succession states was designated
at one and a half billion francs.

Thus, in its connections by land and water with the outer
world and in financial and economic matters, very acceptable
arrangements had been arrived at.

Viewed in the perspective, the achievements of Dr, Benes
at the Peace Conference remain then as now indicative of
sound and durable work, performed under difficulties which
at times were almost insurmountable. In the midst of it all
he was ever gracious, ever tactful, always viewing every
problem in a broadminded manner.

Of him it may be truly said that he achieved the maximum,
because he asked for the attainable. He had provided his
nation with a vital territorial basis and a chance to start its life
on sound political, diplomatic and economic foundations. He
was a true disciple of Dr. Thomas G, Masaryk, the President-
Liberator.